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Historic Amoricah'Buildings Survey

Heme of Structure - St. Matthew's Episcopal Church (re-organized, August 23, 1824)

Address -'Hillsborough, Hdillsborough Township, Crange County, North Carolina (Churchyard
adjoins the castern boundary of the town. )

Present Ovner - Wardens and Vestry of St, Matthew's Episcopal Church.
Hillsborough
North Carclina

Prescnt Occupant - St, Matthew's Episcopal Church

Present Use - As 2 church.

Briel Statement of Significance ~ A very early and pleasing cxample of Gothic church
architecturc in North Carolina, Associated with the name of Francis Lister Hawks,
grandscn of John Hawks, designer of Tryon Palace, and also with that of John Berry,
gifted native brickmason-architect of Hillsborough. Church itsclf linked with some
of North Carolina's most eminent persons: Thomas Ruffin, the Camcrons, Hills, Webbs,
Collinses, Grahams, Joneses, cte,, cte.

L]

Date of FEroction: 1825-1826. Conseccrated May 21, 1826,

Architect: Indications are that an informal collaboration was carried on between
" Frencis lister Hawks, then a Vestryman, and John Borry, brickmason-architoct,

Puilder, suppliers, ctg: Probably John Berry or John Berry in partncrship with Samuel
flancock did the actual brick work,

Original Plans, Construction, ote. - Vestry Minmutes indicate that the church originally
was a simple brick rectangle. Its entrance tower was added in 1830, only four ycars
aftor the conseeration and dedication of the chureh, Almost no other external change:
have been made, The church did not provide 2 gallery originally {this was added in
1835). It did conbtain wainscoting or panecl ing which was replaced in 1868 or 1875
by tongue-and-groove boarding, Thomas Tileston Watecrman (who attributes the building
to Franeis L. Haowks) calls it "the first appcarance of Gothic influcnce" {Johnston
and Waterman, The Eerly Architecturc of North Carolina, p. 264) and says, “"The Gothic
Revival took early hold of church building in North Carolina, Saint Matthew's,
Hillsboro,.... being a picturcsque example. This diminutive church of red brick with
high-pointed, arched windows and sharp spire, is singularly effective in 2 sylvan
setting high on a knoll, It is the work of the Rev, Francis L. Hawks, grandson of
John Hawks, architect of Tryon's Palacc" (p., 247). An almost identical church,

St. Iuke's Episcopal Church, was built in Salisbury, N. C., in 1828,

Physical History:
Original anc Subscguent Owners:

{Note: The entirc history of St. Matthew'!s Churchyard, its additions, the building
of its wall, thc construction of the adjacent Parish Housc, cte,, is in the files
of the Hillsborcugh Historical Society.)

St. Matthow's Episcopal Church was actually built on land bclonging to Chief Justice
Thomas Ruffin who gave it verbally to the church as a memorial to his courtship of
young Annc Kirkland, Traditionally he is said to have proposed to her in a summer
house on the knoll where the church now stands, Actually, somc thirty years went

by before Justice Ruffin doedod 1 1/3 acres to St., Matthow's
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April 10, 183% (Decd Book 3%, 40M.406). Thomas Ruffin of Alamance County deeds teo
the Yardens and the Vostrymon of St., Matthew!s Protestant Episcopal Church..
(a tract) ...containing Cnc Acrc and onc third of an icrc and including the
Protestant _1scopal Church called and known as Saint Matthew's Church.,”

(Boto: The Fillsborough Historical Socicty has rccorded in its files all available
Matorizl concorning tho first unconsoerated St. Matthew!s Church cn public Lot 98,
seid to haveo burned in the 1790ts.)

Hotos on Altorations and Additions:
The builder of the squarc entrance tower is unnoted in the Vestry Minutes.

The tower has beoen repaired and roworked at various timos becausc of cracking., These
chicf alterations and additions have boen made:

183C - entrance towor added

1835 -~ gallery added (supported by plain Doric columns)

1850 - tower rebuilt

1868-1869 ~ extonsive remodeling of the Church carried on during the
Rectorship of the Rov, Moscs Ashloy Curtis. The former flat ceiling
was roplaced by a high, open onc with oxposed beams, and the east
end of the Church was enlarged to permit 2 recesscd chanccl (with
triplet windows), vestry, and organ room,

1868 or 1875 ~ original pine wainscoting replaced by tongue-and-groove
boarding; slendor 4-sided spire added (total height of tower and
spire -~ 65!').

Stained glass windows, two of Tiffany glass, have been added at various times,

Eva Ingersoll Gatling bolieves that all the alterations to St, Hatthew's
werce the work of John Berry since all were donc in his lifetime and bear cortain
distinetive Berry touchos (sce her article, "John Berry of Hillsboro, North Carolina,®
Journal of the Society of Architectural Historians, X (March, 1951), 18-22.

Historical Facts Connected with Structurc -
St. Matthew's Episcopal Church has becn asscclated with a long, long list
of names great in North Carolina history: Bishop John Stark Ravenscroft, Rev,
Franeis Iister Hawks, Walker Andorson, William Norwood, Chicf Justice Theomas Ruffin,
Rov, Mpses Ashley Curtis (the famous botanist), and many more, '

- Important Old Vicws: WNone of grecat age,
{Iocation)

Sources of Information: (1) Joseph Blount Cheshire, Bishop of North Carolina, "An
\iocatlon) Historical Address Dolivered in Saint Matthew!s Church, Hillsboro,
N. €., on Sunday, August 24, 1924, Being thc Cnc Hundredth Amniversary of the Pardish,*
Printed by Order of the Vestry, Durham, N, C., 1925; (2) Eva Ingersoll Getling,

"John Berry of Hillsboro, North Carolina," Journal of the Society of Architectural
ulstorlans, 1 (March, 1951), 18-22 (church pictured and discussod): (3) Minutc Book
of the Vostry of St. Matthew's Church (unpublished), The Minutes skip from 1843 te
1854 (4) Berry Papers, Duke University Library; (5) Frances EonJamln Johnston and
Thomas Tileston Waterman, The Early Architccturec of North Carclina, Chapel Hill,
Univ, of U, C., Press, 1941, 1947, pp. 247, 264, Pictured and discussed, (&) The
North Carolina Guide, ed., Blackwoll P, Robinson (Chapel Hill, 1955) discusses St
Matthow's Church on p. 112 in article, "Architeceturc," by Louiso Hall, 4, I, A,,
Duke University and again on p. 488, (7) Orange County Decd Books, Orange County
Courthouse, Hillsborough, N. C. (St. Matthow's is picturcd in several postal card
series, guide books, ctc,)




